decision making in education

Career Decision Case Study Using VisionTree™ Classroom

In addition to the interactive critical thinking process provided by VisionTree™
Classroom for subject curriculum such as Social Studies, History and English, the
program can also be used by students, with or without administrative assistance,
for efficient and effective step-by-step discussions for topics such as career

counseling, academic advising, and personal decision making.

Students at Mill Valley High School in Shawnee, Kansas got a chance to use
VisionTree Classroom Edition in this capacity. 30 work stations were set up, and
students were encouraged to select a personal decision they were struggling with
at the time, work through it with the help of the software, and see what answers
they came up with. Students explored decisions ranging from joining the military,
to choosing colleges, to deciding whether or not to join the basketball team.
Student comments included statements such as “I liked it because it helped me

understand my future better. | would use it again.”

As with classroom uses, all factors, reasons, importance ratings and end results are
straight from the student — there are no pre-arranged models to fit into or yes/no
choices to make. The helpfulness of the end decision to the student is entirely
based on how honest the student is with herself in imputing information about her

decision.

Students at Alliant International University in San Diego, California had an

opportunity to see how the VisionTree Classroom Edition could be used to assist



in making a career decision when one student used the software in front of the
class to decide whether or not to get a new job. Factors included pay, commute
time to work, and career advancement. The decision gave her more confidence
going into her next interview (the following day) that she would be willing to
commute and consider the slightly lower pay because of the career opportunity.
Students commented after seeing how the software worked and brainstorming
alternative possibilities stating, "The applications are so broad - VisionTree could

be used for people every day for so many decisions."

Step 6: Decision Outcomes

Decision:

What you are trying to decide: Deciding to get a summer internship

Possible Outcomes:

Option: Choose to take a summer internship
VisionTree Score: 90

Total Points: 450 (Maximum possible points: 500 )

Factor Reason Importance | Rating Points

hWloney A summer internship, if paid,| 9 9 g1
will mean more cash, if not
paid will mean a pay cut
Parents Parents feel you've been g g 72
away from home all year and
want you to come hame for
the summer, not stay in San
Diego

VisionTree Decision Outcomes Scorecard

VisionTree Classroom Edition has virtually unlimited uses as an interactive teaching
tool, as well as an effective and fun to use critical thinking guide to open

discussions in preparing students for their future.



